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Roots 
The Terrible Lie 

 
Well, it didn’t take long for things to go awry, did it?  I mean the world has just been 
created, as we said last week, a testament to the love God has for us.  The birds are 
singing, the fish are leaping, the horses are galloping, the mountains in the 
background are majestic with snow, a cool breeze is flowing, the smell of flowers 
waft through the air and trees are producing lovely fruit to be eaten and savored.  
Everything is great.  Everything is wonderful.  Everything is perfect.  Everything is 
just right. 
 
And then, in the midst of all that is good and right a question is asked.  Not a huge 
question.  Not an especially scandalous question.  Just a question.  “Did God really 
say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  And from that little question 
erupts a conversation about what God said could and could not be eaten.  From that 
question, doubt begins to creep into the beautiful world that God had created.  A 
doubt which asked the simple question of whether or not there was something 
better, something more than what God had offered to Adam and Eve.  That question 
moved them from enjoying the world of which they had been a part to questioning 
whether they were missing something.  A move from contentment to anxiety.  It’s a 
question and an anxiety that, quite frankly, continues to riddle us even now. 
 
Some folks are incredible at remembering lines from tv shows and movies, but I am 
not of that sort.  And yet, one line that I always remember is from the show Seinfeld.  
Jerry Seinfeld is talking about men and remote controls and why we love to flip 
through channels and he says the reason is because for us it’s never about what is 
on, but about what else is on.  Much like Eve and Adam we get nervous that if we 
stay on one show for too long that we just might be missing something else.  I’ve 
oftentimes been amazed at my own life, how things can be going splendidly (I’ve got 
three beautiful girls and a wonderful wife, we have a house we love, there’s a Bub’s a 
few blocks down the street from where we live- how much better can it get?!).  And 
then I log onto Facebook and in a matter of minutes things begin to change.  John’s 
in Hawaii right now, Becky just moved into a massive home, Susan has a house that’s 
just one block from the Bub’s) and before you know it my attitude has changed.  I 
mean look how great they all have it.   There’s so much more and I start wondering 
what else am I missing?!  In a moment I move from enjoying the world of which I’m 
a part to thinking I’m missing something.  I move from contentment to anxiety.  Just 
like Adam and Eve we’re left wondering if there isn’t more. 
 
Now it would be easy for us to just chalk this discontentment up as greed and 
certainly greed plays a role.  But one of the things that important about this story of 
Adam and Eve is that it points to the fact that there may be something deeper going 
on here.  You see, what the serpent’s question does is provoke an unspoken 



question.  And the question is this:  Does God really want what is best for me or is he 
hiding the best from me?  Is he keeping something from me.  Or to put it another, 
and perhaps clearer way, “Does God really love me?”  If God loves me, then what he 
allows or doesn’t allow is best for me.  But if God doesn’t love me then perhaps 
there’s something better out there for me that he just doesn’t want me to have.  And 
right here, at the very beginning of the Bible we see the war that I think is waged 
throughout scripture and throughout our own lives.  From the first two stories of 
the Bible we see the clash that has been wrestled with for generations.  On the one 
hand God, who created the world out of love for us, and on the other hand we (God’s 
creation) who struggle to believe in God’s love as seen by the difficulty we have in 
trusting him.   
 
And so, when we talk about wholeness with God or salvation, at the root of it we are 
asking this important question, “Do we or do we not believe that God really loves 
us?”  As we discussed last week that is the most important question we can ask.  And 
only after that, only after we understand and believe God’s love for us, do we start 
asking how then should we live.  Because, truth be told, when we answer that 
question in the affirmative then our actions and behaviors begin to change as we 
grow in our trust in God’s love.  We love our neighbors and enemies, even when we 
don’t want to, because we believe God wants what’s best for us.  We give our money 
to the poor and those in need rather than living lives of greed, not out of obligation 
or duty, but because we trust that God’s desires for us is truly best.  All too often we 
begin with the rules rather than beginning with God’s love and seeing that 
everything else streams out of that important question, “Do we really believe God 
loves us.”  Which is why that clay I gave you to look at each day this year is not just 
there to give us warm, fuzzy feelings that God loves us, but are there to remind us 
that as we grow in our understanding and trust in God’s loves, then we will begin to 
see our own behaviors and actions beginning to mold (like clay) into his desire for 
us. 
 
Which leads us to the vital question that God asks Adam and Eve.  “Where are you?”  
Now when I was growing up I always thought it odd that God was asking where 
Adam and Eve were.  Doesn’t he know?  Isn’t he God?  But this week in my reading I 
came across a rabbi who proposed that this isn’t so much God asking where they 
were, but was instead asking Adam and Eve if they knew where they were.  Could 
they describe to God the location in which they found themselves?   
 
And so perhaps one of the things this story of Adam and Eve provides for us is an 
opportunity to simply ask the question, where are you?  Where are you on this 
journey of faith?  Where are you in your understanding of God’s love for you?  This, 
of course, is a salvation question of sorts.  Now I realize that we’re Presbyterians 
and so sometimes that sort of question can make us nervous.  Perhaps we 
remember those times when a preacher would stand up in front of the congregation 
after an especially impassioned sermon and say, “If you know that you know that 
you know if you died tonight that you’d go to heaven then stay where you are, but if 
not I want you to come down here right now.”  Quite frankly at that age I didn’t 



know that I know that I know anything, and so I was always running down to the 
altar.  No, I’m not asking anyone to run down here, but I am asking whether or not 
we have grappled sufficiently with the question of where we are? 
 
Some of you may understand God’s love quite strongly and you’ve been on this 
journey for quite some time.  Others of you (and perhaps this is most of us) have 
times when we trust in God’s love fully and then times when, if we’re honest, we 
have struggled with really believing God loves us and wants what’s best for us and 
that can be seen by the lives we lead.  But there may be others as well who can 
admit that well, they’re not sure whether or not they’ve really embraced this love of 
God.  And so today might be a great day for you to answer that question from God, 
“Where are you?”  It’s a question that, quite frankly, all of us should ask from time to 
time, wherever it is we find ourselves.   
 
And so the follow-up to that question is what do we do when we discover that we’ve 
either never fully embraced the love of God or if we’re going through a particular 
time when it’s difficult for us to really trust in God’s love.  How do we move forward, 
beginning or continuing in this journey?  I think we get a pretty great answer to that 
question in this story.   
 
After Adam finally speaks up and reveals where he is, he admits that he had been 
afraid, had trust himself more than God, hadn’t really believed that God loved him.  
It starts out really well, right?  But then, well, Adam begins to get a better sense of 
where he really was.  Because as soon as God asks him whether or not he ate of the 
tree that he was not supposed to have (or to put it another way, as soon as God 
asked him if he had stopped trusting that God really loved him) what did he do?  
Well, for one, he didn’t really answer the question.  Um…Eve gave it to me.  And so 
God turned to Eve and Eve responded, “Um…the serpent gave it to me.  And I gotta’ 
tell you, it’s one of my favorite parts of all of scripture.  Why?  Because of how much 
it resonates with our lives.  How quickly do we come up with excuses for our actions 
or inactions?  How quickly and quite naturally do we blame others for what we have 
done?  It just flows off the tongue, doesn’t it?  And while it is certainly easy to 
understand how easily those things flow from our lips what we have to understand 
is that as long as that continues, our ability to accept and move forward with God’s 
love will be hindered. 
 
It may surprise you to know that my wife, Megan, and I don’t always agree on things 
and sometimes we even get in spirited discussions (what others might call an 
argument).  It may even more deeply surprise you (as it does me!) that sometimes 
it’s actually my fault.  One of the strange things is that probably the highest 
percentage of time we get in a spirited discussion is about the time we’re going to 
sleep.  And so there we are in this argument where I may have done something 
wrong and I spend all this time coming up with excuses and reasons for why I acted 
like I did or said what I said.  It just comes naturally that I want to deflect what has 
happened rather than simply owning up to it and confessing it.  Now usually I 
do…though by that time a fair amount of time has passed and I’ve missed out on too 



much sleep.  But here’s the miraculous thing, as soon as I do, as soon as I simply say 
I’m sorry, then boom we move forward.  We can sit there and argue and then go 
pout and then a bit more arguing and pouting… all this time wasted.  But then once I 
have apologized, we move forward. 
 
My point, of course, is that we waste a remarkable amount of time defending 
ourselves, coming up with excuses and blaming others when it comes to our 
relationships and the same is true, it seems to me, when it comes to our relationship 
with God.  The only way to begin or move forward with God is to admit the fact that 
we have wrestled with really believing he loves us.  The reason why confession is 
important is not because God wants to make sure we say “I’m sorry”, but because he 
knows that until we do that, until we admit that the reason we have struggled to 
believe in God’s love is no one’s fault but our own, we will simply be wasting time 
coming up with excuses and going nowhere fast.   
 
Creation was a beautiful testimony to the love that God has for us.  The story of 
Adam and Eve is a remarkably vivid testimony to how difficult it is for us to accept 
and believe that love and what happens when we don’t trust in God and his love.  
We are left feeling vulnerable, afraid, exposed.  Always wondering if we’re missing 
something, if there isn’t more to life and trying to fill our lives with things which 
only God’s love can fill.  And so, much like God asked Adam and Eve, I believe that he 
is asking us today, “Where are you?”  Are you living in such a way that it’s clear that 
you understand God’s love for you?  Not, of course, that you are always able to feel it 
or are perfect, but that you know that your love and trust are growing.  Or have you 
heard about God’s love for years and yet you continue to struggle with believing and 
responding to that love, finding it easy to come up with excuses as to why you find it 
difficult to trust?  Or perhaps you’ve never really been in a place to ask yourself that 
simple question of where you are and whether you genuinely believe and accept this 
love that God has for you.  And so today might be a good day for you to wrestle with 
that question more deeply.   
 
Wherever you are on this journey, a part of the reason we’re here together in 
community is to be a place where you can honestly wrestle with these questions.  
You have brothers and sisters around you who are happy to engage with you about 
this and, of course, Scott and I are here to help as well.  More specifically I’d like to 
give you an opportunity that if you’d like to talk about this or ask questions or pray 
about it with someone, after this service ends we will have folks over at the cross 
who will be glad to meet with you, listen to you and pray with you.  And my hope is 
that whether it be today or later in this week that all of us will look at the piece of 
clay you received last week and be reminded of God’s love, reminded of the question 
of whether or not we have really accepted this love and trust that God desires what 
is best for us. 
 
Where are you, brothers and sisters?  A good question for us wrestle with.  I hope 
and pray that you will.  Amen.     
 



 
 
 


