Luke 18: 1-8						 November 12, 2023


Passage Outline:

	V. 1		“The coming King(dom) & His disciples”:
			-	Pray constantly amid discouragement 

Vs. 2-5	Another parable: Injustice	

· The judge: neither fear nor respect
· A widow: culturally?	
	-  She sought justice against an opponent
	-  She came repeatedly

· The judge: at first … and then
-  Self-characterization
-  Either weariness or justice

Vs. 6-8	Jesus’ point:

· If an unjust judge … what of God?
-  He will grant justice
-  Will any remain faithful?


Key words/ thoughts: lose heart (ἐνκακός); fear (φοβέομαι); respect (ἐντρέπω); give justice (ἐκδικέω); opponent (ἀντίδικος); cause labor (παρέχω κόπος); elect (ἐκλεκτός); cry (βοάω); quickly (ταχύς); faith (πίστις)

Questions:

Why might the Son of Man not find faith upon the earth?

As you look upon the world and/or your life, do you see and/or have you experienced justice? How do you define “justice”?

Do you believe that God is just? Why/ why not?

			
					
Luke 18:9-17						November 19, 2023

Vs. 9-13	A parable for self-righteous disciples:
		-	Two who prayed: a Pharisee & Tax collector 				-	The pharisee stood by himself
				-  his prayer: not like others or even …
					-  I fast & tithe

· The tax collector far off, downcast, beating himself 
-  his prayer: be merciful to this sinner

V.14		Jesus’ point:
		-	The tax collector was justified
			-	The self-exalted will be …
			-	The humbled will be …




Vs.15-17		Jesus & children:
· People brought even infants
· The disciples’ reaction
-  Sternly ordered
-  But Jesus …
-  Entering The Kingdom

Key words/ thoughts: give thanks (εὐχαριστέω); thieves (ἁρπάζω); unrighteous (ἄδικος); adulterers (μοιχός); tax collector (τελώνης); at a distance (πόρρωθεν); tithe (δεκατόω); beat (τύπτω); breast/chest (στῆθος); be merciful/ propitious (ἱλάσκομαι); sinner (ἁμαρτωλός); humble (ταπεινόω); infant (βρέφος); rebuke (ἐπιτιμάω); receive/welcome (δέχομαι); child (παιδίον)

Questions:

What do your prayers reveal about you?

Are you more like the Pharisee or the tax collector? Why do you think so?

What would it mean for you to be humbled? What would it mean for you to be exalted? Which would you prefer?  






Luke 18:18-30					November 26, 2023

 Vs.18-30		A dialogue:
· Good teacher … inheriting eternal life

· Good? Only One is “good”
· You know the commandments
	-  Adultery, murder, stealing, false 				witness, mother and father

			-  Kept them all from my youth

			-  You lack ... sell, distribute, follow

			-  Sadness

			-  How difficult to enter …

			-  Really?

			-  God’s possibilities 

· Peter’s response: Look! We left ...

· No one who has …

Key words/ thoughts: ruler (ἄρχων); good (ἀγαθός); inherit (κληρονομέω); commandments (ἐντολή); keep (φυλάσσω); youth (νεότης); distribute (διαδίδωμι); pained (περί-λύπη); exceedingly/ violent (σφόδρα); possession (κτῆμα); eye of a needle (τρήμα/ βέλος); child (παιδίον); season (καιρός); age (αἰών)


Questions:

What did the ruler ask of Jesus? What answer did Jesus provide him? Was Jesus being overly harsh with him? Why do you think so?

What commandments did Jesus not cite? Is there something telling about this omission? 

From this passage, what is impossible for humankind?
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