The Need
The estimated cost for this project funded through The Outreach Foundation is $700,000, broken down
as follows:
Assembly/Meeting Halls
Chapel
Dining Room
Kitchen
Dormitory 1 (50 beds)
Dormitory 2 (50 beds)
Contingency

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

88,000
55,000
55,000
66,000
198,000
198,000
40,000

Total

$ 700,000

The Synod has gained valuable experience with major construction projects through its educational ministry
and has the capacity to manage a project such as this.

An Invitation
We invite you to join us and the Syrian Church in this exciting opportunity. Consider gifting a specific part of the
project from the list above or any gift. You can be a part of opening a hopeful, new chapter in the lives of our Syrian
brothers and sisters.
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An invitation to help Syrian Christians
move from war relief to rebuilding

The Opportunity
We invite you to partner with Outreach and the Synod of Syria and Lebanon to build Amar al-Hosn Retreat
Center. The needs are quite apparent:
1. More people than ever before are attending and joining church activities in Syria.
2. Syrians face great difficulty in obtaining a visa to cross the border into Lebanon to travel to the Lebanese
retreat center
3. Traveling between Syria and Lebanon is expensive, prohibitively expensive for many.
4. The Lebanon retreat center cannot accommodate the increasing number of participants from Syria.
5. What needs to be charged for room and board in Lebanon is out of reach for those receiving Syrian salaries
and facing war-time inflation.
The plan is to build an assembly hall with meeting rooms, a dining room,
chapel and two dormitories.

The Situation

In talking about the retreat project, Rev. Kassab recently said, “This project is
a great and vital opportunity today due to the peace that the town of Amar alHosn finally enjoys. This location has also become shelter for many Christians
who have fled other areas to seek security and relative peace here. It is an
ideal place for Presbyterians to gather to study and learn, to be equipped for
ministry and mission.

Worship in the Presbyterian Church of Latakia, Syria

For six long years, Syria has been in the midst of a devastating war. More than 400,000 have died, five million
have fled the country as refugees and more than seven million have fled their homes for safer parts of Syria.
In total, half of Syria’s population has been displaced since the start of the war.
But through it all, the church has been faithful and courageous. They know faith brings hope, which through
the war, has often been the only thing keeping the Christians going. During this period, the National
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, which oversees the 18 Presbyterian churches in Syria, has recognized
the importance of continuing the work of the Church. Rev. Joseph Kassab, General Secretary of the Synod,
observed, “In the midst of pain, suffering and relief obligations, the Synod has stayed focused on the need of
the Church to gather, learn and grow and to be equipped for mission and ministry as a community of faith.”
Now we can help them focus in a new way.
In 2003, the Synod began exploring the possibility of building a retreat center in Syria. The Synod owns
an historic retreat center in the mountains outside of Beirut, Lebanon. For decades, the center has hosted
summer camps, training events and seminars, as well as gatherings of youth, women and men from across
the Synod’s “territory” of Syria and Lebanon. However, it has always been a challenge for Syrians to cross the
border and pay extra expenses and transportation.
In 2006, the Synod purchased approximately two and a half acres near the Christian village of Amar al-Hosn,
close to the Lebanese border, to build a retreat center. A planning process began and permits were sought
from local authorities. But then the war began. The Synod shifted its priorities to supporting local families,
sustaining the ministries of the congregations in Syria and serving their neighbors.
By God’s grace, circumstances in Syria are improved, with the long term prospects of peace on the horizon.
Life in Syria is moving from relief to rebuilding. And the Synod recognizes the importance of resuming the
retreat center project.

Rev. Joseph Kassab
Amar al-Hosn

“May this project find grace in the eyes of those who care for the future of
Christians in Syria.”

