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Rev. Jerry Deck        April 19, 2015 
Acts 2:1 – 13 
 

Roots 
God Sends Help 

 
 
If you can believe it, we are getting to the end of our time in The Jesus Storybook Bible.  
But before we are finished we, of course, need to take a look at Pentecost and the birth 
of church.  As I tell the new member’s class (and we’re excited to bring in new members 
today!) it’s always wise for us to come back to the birth of the church and to measure 
ourselves by this early church to make sure that who we are and what we are doing has 
some semblance to those early followers of Christ.   
 
So, hopefully you remember what happened last week.  As Jon talked about, Jesus was 
taken up into the clouds, but before he leaves he tells them to stay in Jerusalem because 
the Spirit of God is going to come upon them and give them power to be his witnesses.  
Of course, the disciples seemed a bit shell-shocked and it was only after angels 
appeared in their presence and asked why they were staring up in the heavens rather 
than doing what they were supposed to be doing that they were awaken from their 
stupor and went back to Jerusalem to wait as Jesus had told them to. 
 
It’s hard to know, of course, what exactly they were expecting.  After having followed 
Jesus for three years, they certainly knew that Jesus was apt to surprise them, but I can’t 
imagine they were expecting something quite like this.  Because, as you just heard, all of 
a sudden there are tongues and flames and loud sounds and people speaking in various 
and a sundry languages and onlookers who were amazed and others who were accusing 
them of being drunk even though it’s only morning.  It was quite the grand opening!   
 
But perhaps, if we’re honest, not exactly the kind of opening that we as Presbyterians 
would prefer.  We would have preferred for there to be a couple of announcements, 
maybe a psalm read, a time for meeting and greeting folks we might not know, a song 
sung by a leader or choir, something along those lines.  Because this grand opening is 
just a bit odd.  So odd, in fact, that more often than not while we think it’s an interesting 
story and while kids can really get into it (in fact, it’s easier to teach this passage to 
children then to preach it to adults) by and large we hear this story and most of us put 
the story up on a shelf until next year where maybe we take it down, read it again, and 
then put it back up.   
 
And as someone who was raised in the Pentecostal church and grew a bit weary of all 
this “Holy Ghost” talk, I have to say that one of the reasons I first wanted to join the 
Presbyterian Church was because there wasn’t all that much talk about the Holy Spirit!  
It was nice to not have to constantly feel the pressure to show that I had been filled with 
the Holy Ghost.  And so this has been a nice reprieve for me.  But after a decade or so of 
being in this tradition and avoiding the Holy Ghost talk, I do have to say that perhaps we 
miss out on a pretty key piece of the trinity when we don’t talk about it or reflect on it 
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all that much.  So, while I certainly don’t want to overemphasize the Holy Spirit, I also 
don’t want to neglect it altogether either. 
 
Now the Spirit of course, almost by its’ very nature, is a bit mysterious and as we see at 
Pentecost will work in ways we don’t always expect, so one certainly can’t claim to 
completely understand it.  That said, perhaps this morning we can at least look at a 
couple of things about the Spirit that are vital for us who are followers of Jesus.  
 
One of the important things to notice is that God’s Spirit is personal and for all of us.  It’s 
important, it seems to me, to hear that Luke says very clearly that the divided tongues 
of fire rested on each of them and that all of them were filled.  In other words, as one 
commentator put it, “The Spirit of God is not the private property of an enlightened few 
but belongs to all the people of God.”  So, if you are a follower of Jesus, you have the 
Spirit of God within you and upon you.   
 
So, what does that mean for us in our day-to-day life?  It means, it seems to me, that we 
are able to do things that are supernatural, out of this world, unheard of and, quite 
frankly, remarkably strange.  Things that will get bystanders to say, “What is going on 
and are these people drunk?”  So, what are those things?  Well, of course, if you’re raised 
Pentecostal you tend to think about things like speaking in tongues and prophesying.  
And while those may certainly be a part of it, they’re not nearly as strange as what I’m 
talking about.  No, what I’m talking about are the things that Paul describes as the fruit 
of the Spirit, the fruit of those who have the Spirit of God upon them.   
 
Here’s his list from Galatians:  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Gentleness, Faithfulness, Self-Control.  I told you, those things are supernatural, 
unheard of and remarkably strange for so many.  As NT Wright has said these things do 
not come naturally to us.  And so, they are things that we have to pray for, to meditate 
on, to ask the Spirit to help us attain.  If left to our own devices, these things will be, 
quite frankly, distant hopes.  Each of us in our own lives need to be introspective in 
asking whether we are exhibiting love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
gentleness and self-control and if we are not then asking the Spirit to help us in these 
things.   
 
But one of the things that is also important for us to see about the Spirit of God is that it 
is not only personal, but is also very communal.  It is not insignificant that the Spirit at 
Pentecost did not simply come to each of them when they were alone in their “prayer 
closet,” so to speak.  No, the Spirit came when they were all together in one place; it 
filled the whole house.  In other words, it is hard to talk about God’s Spirit in solely 
individual terms because it is almost always about more than just you. 
 
We see this, of course, in the fact that if you look at the fruit of the Spirit each of them, in 
one way or another, is relational.  Loving others.  Being peaceful towards others.  Being 
kind and gentle to one another.  They each are attributes of how we treat one another.  
The Spirit of God, who is part of the community of the trinity (Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit), is concerned with how we relate to one another.  If we as individuals are 
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focusing on being loving and peaceable and gentle and kind then our community will 
look very, very different then what most other communities look like. 
 
It will look different, because a community that is full of people like that, a people who 
treat one another in these ways, will be a community that is unified in the Spirit.  It’s 
why, in Ephesians, Paul implores the church in Ephesus to make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit.  It is the Spirit and the Spirit alone that can keep churches united as 
one.  
 
Well… you know actually that’s not completely true.  There is a way to keep a church 
united and as one without the Spirit of God.  In fact, one could even suggest that it’s the 
way we usually do keep our churches united and in harmony.  And the way to do that, 
without the Spirit of God’s help at all, is to simply make sure that everyone in your 
church basically looks like you and acts like you and dresses like you and thinks like you 
and smells like you and goes to the same places like you and lives in the same 
neighborhood like you and has the same kind of job like you and is in the same place of 
life as you and, well, you get the point.  Because if we can get in a place like that, or at 
least close to it, then unity is not really all that hard to keep.  The good news is you don’t 
need the crazy, wild, unexpected Spirit of God to have a place like that.  We can just stay 
in our comfortable places and not be bothered and be at peace.  The bad news of course 
is that you don’t need the crazy, wild, unexpected Spirit of God to have a place like that 
and so, quite frankly, you simply end up looking just about every other community 
group around you.  You don’t stand out much as a witness from the community around 
you, because you do look just like them. 
 
But I’ll be honest, most churches I know, when you look around them you realize that 
the people who fill up the pews and the chairs are so close to one another that it doesn’t 
actually take all that much love or patience or gentleness to get along.  Sure you may 
have a spat from time to time, but really we aren’t challenged all that much at unity 
because we kind of are all the same (and if something does come up then we just find a 
different place where we don’t have to use those gifts of the Spirit). 
 
Which is all fine and good until we are reminded of the birth of the church and what 
Pentecost looked like.  I can’t imagine it’s just happenstance that Luke mentions that 
there are people from “every nation under heaven” who were there.  And then, to make 
sure we get it, that we don’t overlook it (he must have known what we would end up 
looking like) he reads them off in great detail:  Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
Mesopotamians, Judeans, Cappadocians, people from Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and Libya and Cyrene and Rome and Cretans and Arabs.  You get the 
point, right?  People, all sorts of people, were there and were drawn together, not by a 
similar neighborhood or language or station in life, but by the Spirit of God.  Nothing 
else could have drawn them together and because of that people were intrigued, they 
wanted to know what it in the world was happening.  In other words, being unified 
when you’re all pretty much the same is not all that impressive.  Being unified in Christ, 
in the midst of diversity, now that’ll get people talking.   
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And so we as a church, if we are paying attention, have to ask the question of whether 
or not we are genuinely interested in being a church held together by the unity of the 
Spirit (which means we’re centered on Jesus and Jesus alone and that we have to exhibit 
the fruit of the Spirit like love, joy, peace…) or whether or not we will be content to 
simply be held together by the unity of our similarities?  Unity of the Spirit or our 
similarities?   
 
We could, of course, look at a lot of things, but let’s look at just one example.  Is it not a 
shame that Costco looks a lot more like Pentecost, a lot more like heaven will look, than 
this sanctuary does this morning?  I mean the typical excuse about why we aren’t 
racially diverse is because of the fact that there’s just not a lot of non-whites around 
here and yet you head down to Costco which is less than 3 miles from here or Target, 
which is less than 2 miles from here, and I’ll be doggone if we don’t see people who look 
and sound little different than most of us.   
 
So then we say, “Well it’s about style or taste or personal preference or on and on” and I 
gotta tell you while I’m sure there may be some truth in those things I also think to 
myself those excuses should never make us content.  Instead, perhaps rather than those 
things being what shuts down the conversation they should be what starts a 
conversation about how the Spirit of God might help us to speak the language and the 
style and the taste of others so that we might be a people who can see what it looks like 
to be united in the Spirit rather than just in our own tastes and desires and cultural 
backgrounds.  And not because having a diversity of races or socio-economic 
backgrounds is the goal, but because folks who come from different places and walks of 
life have something to teach us about God.  In those differences we see reflections of 
God and if we don’t have that then we are missing out.  But, of course, that doesn’t come 
easily and it certainly isn’t natural.  It has to be something that the Spirit helps us to do 
and, just like being gentle and loving and joyful and kind it is something that we have to 
work on. 
 
Now I realize that this is something that we can’t do overnight, but I also think it’s 
important that we start the conversation or that at least we are a bit unsettled about the 
fact that we easily leave folks out and perhaps rarely think about it. There are, of course, 
many other things to consider beyond just race.  Do we allow political preferences to 
unite rather than the Spirit of God?  In what ways, as subtle as they may be, do we 
exclude those who are poor from feeling welcome here?  Is Jesus the similarity that 
unifies us or do we allow other parts of theology to unite or divide?  Even something as 
simple as whether or not we are so focused on young families and that’s what unites us 
that singles or widows are left out.  All of these things, and more, force us to ask 
whether we are relying on our similarities or the Spirit of God to bring us together.  
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, the Spirit of God is a bit reckless and wild and I know that 
can be scary.  If we’re honest it can be scary to be a people who will not be content to 
simply be with those who look and act and think like us.  But the Spirit of God calls us to 
be a people who are so full of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness goodness, gentleness 
and self-control that we cannot help but push the boundaries of what makes us 
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comfortable so that can ensure that we are a body that looks more like Pentecost and 
less like every other organization in our community.  But it will only happen if we are 
willing to allow the Spirit to run wild in us and through us.  May that be our prayer.  
Hallelujah.  Amen.  


