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Welcome to worship 2 days after Christmas – I hope you had a great Christmas 
celebration and thanks for being here so that we can be together this day. 
 
This passage today is a follow up immediately after the Christmas story – the birth of 
Jesus.  Now it is immediately after – and still full of excitement. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m coming off of some of the excitement of this year’s 
Christmas – the rush to get ready, buy presents, see grandparents and cousins, and 
then the Christmas Eve services here, and the day itself. 
 
So I feel like I’m catching my breath a little.  But today’s text is after the birth of Christ, 
but just after. 
 
Today’s text is this – Luke 2:8-20 (NIV).   
 
“8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord – thanks be to God! 
 
pray 
 



So I feel like I’m catching my breath a little.  But today’s text is after the birth of Christ, 
but just after. 
 
And the characters in the story are not catching their breath just yet, they are still right in 
the middle of this miraculous story. 
 
We’ve been talking about different songs, from prophets’ words or songs in Isaiah to 
Mary’s song, to others, and today we look to the angels’ song. 
 
The angels “song” is really what they say in vss. 13-14 where it says: 
 
“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
That’s a very short song – or saying. 
 
So let’s include the verses which say: 
 
“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
If we are to believe the Bible is God’s Word – that the NT is the story of Jesus – and 
that the Bible is God’s truth which is living and active and good for teaching and guiding 
our lives, then here’s some of what we can take away today. 
 
We should listen carefully to the angels. 
 
They bring good news. 
 
Journalism professors teach that the best news has 5 characteristics which are: 
 
News should be unusual – man bites dog 
Vital – worth caring about 
Prominent – important people 
Personal – it affects me 
And timely. 
 
Most news today is bad news, but this is good news. 
 
And, this good news fits all 5.  It’s unusual – angels appearing to Shepherds; vital – 
about salvation – a Messiah.  It’s prominent – about Jesus – son of God; personal – it 



affected the people there – and us; and timely – it was spectacular and happening right 
then. 
 
So, we should listen to the angels.  What does the first angel say? 
 
Don’t fear.  This is Good news.   
A baby born. 
He is the Messiah. 
He is the Savior. 
He is Christ the Lord. 
 
The Greek word pronounced “Christos” is translated to us as Christ – or Messiah from 
the Hebrew – the anointed one, the chosen one.  
The Greek word for Lord is “Kurios” – which is a capital L Lord.  The word Lord is used 
for God himself and for Jesus. 
Even his given name Jesus – means “the Lord is salvation.” 
And savior is capital S Savior.  Savior is a Hebrew word meaning rescuer.  What does 
all this mean? 
 
This ain’t no normal baby.  I think all babies are precious, cute, and special.  When 
people are asked the greatest moments in their lives, they often say, the birth of a child. 
 
But this baby is really special and really a miracle! 
 
He is Jesus – the Christ or Messiah – the anointed one by God sent by God to offer 
salvation to all who call on his name. 
 
You know today – when we ask someone to make a commitment to Christ is sort of a 
classical sense – we say Jesus should be your Savior and Lord.   
We receive his grace as our savior – who saves us from sin.   
And we acknowledge him as Lord – the Leader of our lives who deserves our worship. 
 
So the angels worship him in what they say about him. 
 
Now then, next it says a great company of the heavenly host – this is a lot of angels. 
So I don’t know what we could compare it to – but I’m sure it was incredible. 
 
Bigger than the Star Wars premiere – even if you saw it on those huge IMAX screens 
with surround sound at the Indiana State Museum. 
 
I’ve been to both Disney World and Disney Land – and they do this water show at night 
– where they project pictures or video onto water that is sprayed into the air – and then 
they have lights, music, characters, and fireworks.  One of the biggest wow shows I’ve 
seen. 
 
So imagine the shepherds hanging out on a hillside outside of Bethlehem and having an 
angel speaks to them – then saying what he says!  Amazing!  



There’s a baby born that is to be the Savior and Lord – he’s the Messiah – and he’s 
right next door and we’re invited to see him – are you kidding me!?! 
 
We don’t need to wait til Easter to know that that Savior, Lord, Christ is here – he is 
here now! 
 
Then a great company of the heavenly host – a whole lot of angels show up and say 
“Glory to God in the highest!”  Whoa!  Really huge!   There’s your Disney water show 
moment! – your IMAX Star Wars moment! 
 
So who are these angels?  Who are these shepherds? 
 
I love this basic book I have on Christianity, called “Guide To God,” which has a good 
description of the role of angels. 
 
It talks about them as God’s:  
 
Ministers 
Militia 
Messengers  
 
They minister to God and for God.  We see that in scripture.   
They fight spiritual battles for God throughout scripture. 
They are messengers.  They bring God’s message to humans here on earth. 
 
What do angels do here? 
 
What do angels do – here in this passage 
  Appear - in glory –  
  Say – do not fear – shepherds are fearful – yes – they would be! 
  Bring - good news – the best news! 
  Praise – God  
 
What are we to do?  We offer praise to God. 
 
You might say, “Yeah, Scott we do that on Sundays – when we sing and pray – but we 
really don’t like to sing that loud – but we do sing, right.” 
 
But we can praise God in many ways.  We praise him in our prayers. 
 
I often use the Psalms to help me pray – Psalms around 90’s to Psalm150 are very 
good at helping you to praise God.   
 
I think of it this way.  I praise God for who he is and I thank God for what he has done. 
 
(Repeat.)   I praise God for who he is and I thank God for what he has done. 
It might sound like this in prayer – “God we praise you that you are truly our Savior - that 
you are our Lord – and we worship you – that you are good and loving and 



compassionate and just.  We thank you for what you have given to us – new life in you 
– and second chances to live for you. 
 
So if we are to be like the angels – they give a message for God, and they rightly offer 
praise to God. 
 
We can praise God maybe in ways angels can’t.  We can praise God by things we do 
here on earth – people to people. 
 
By filling a shepherd tote of food. By going to Kentucky over fall break and working on a 
house, a food pantry or having a Sunday night hog roast. 
 
By filling shoe boxes with small toys to send to children in far away lands who don’t get 
toys.  And in the box is placed the good news – same news the angels tells – that Jesus 
Christ is born – he is the Savior, Christ the Lord. 
 
You praise God by adopting a family at Christmas – to tell the good news.  This year at 
ZPC, we 
 
We assisted 36 families for Christmas.   
 
Here’s a short report from our deacons: 
30 families were adopted by ZPC and/or community members and received gifts from 
their wish lists.  5 received gift cards from $100-$300 along with groceries from the 
Food Pantry.  1 family received both a gift card and some gifts from a ZCP group.  
This is an increase over the 19 families adopted last year.  I have received a few emails 
from ZPC families who delivered their gifts about how much they enjoyed shopping for 
and delivering their gifts to their families. 
 
You filled 190 totes for children and their families at Shepherd Community Center.  
Here’s a few pictures of that. 
 
(slides – 3 photos of Shepherd totes here) 
 
You filled those totes with food – packaged them, and then gave them away. 
 
You don’t have to change the world in a huge way, but can serve God through praising 
him and showing others good news – at Christmas but also throughout the year. 
 
What about the shepherds who hear this story? 
 
Shepherds are living in fields, watching flocks at night.  Sheep are dirty and smelly, so 
are shepherds! 
Sometimes not to be trusted in their culture.  Maybe they were more comfortable being 
out in the fields with sheep than in towns with the people.   
 
Here are the shepherds – kind of the lowest of the low – and God chooses them to 
communicate the birth of the Messiah – the Savior.  How cool is that? 



 
So what do shepherds do? 
  Fear – the angels 
  Believe – or at least are curious about Jesus 
  Go – to Bethlehem – to Jesus 
  See - what has happened 
  Tell – others about Jesus – immediately 
  Glorify – praise God for what they have heard and seen 
 
How do we treat others?  As God treated the shepherds, with love and grace and honor, 
even though they were lowly shepherds. 
  
We can do the same with those around us. 
 
You’ve heard before that men and women serve on various Kairos teams in prisons.  
Women go to women’s prisons to serve and Men go to men’s prison to serve.  They 
lead a 3 day weekend where they lead talks, table discussion, and serve great food – 
singing songs – praising God both in voice but also in the way they live. 
 
Some men from ZPC served on a team this fall and two of them told me they had 
something unique happen.  Each day our men arrive early in the morning and go to the 
Chapel – and they wait for the offenders to be brought in.  The men leading the 
weekend then line up and applaud and cheer for the offenders when they arrive in the 
chapel each morning.   
 
So imagine you are an inmate, in prison for a crime you committed – no one cheers for 
you – probably no one encourages you – maybe your family through an occasional visit. 
Then imagine men you don’t know being like Christ – loving you in their words and 
actions and cheering for you. 
 
Well on Sunday of this particular weekend, our guys got stuck in security getting into the 
prison and were running late.  So the offenders arrived in the chapel before the team 
did.  So what happened when the team arrived, the offenders lined up and applauded 
and cheered the team as they arrived.  I was told many of our guys had tears in their 
eyes as the roles were reversed – the ones who had been shown love – now were 
showing Christ’s love back to them. 
 
We can praise God like the angles do.  We can also praise God with the way we love 
God and love others – showing our love to the people made in his image. 
 
We too can worship God, tell others and like Mary in the end of this story – treasure up 
all these things in our heart. 
 
One scholar thinks that perhaps Luke got this part of the Christmas story from Mary – 
then the Shepherds came – and told us about the angels – and they saw Jesus – who 
was God’s son – and they were so happy – and went away praising God.  So Mary 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 



Mary was obedient to God’s call – and as she took a step of faith to believe in God once 
she had seen her cousin Elizabeth was pregnant in older age – she was able to sing, 
“My soul glorifies the Lord.” 
 
The Shepherds glorify God by telling others. 
 
I know we just experienced Christmas Eve here at ZPC – but if you can go back in your 
mind the past 2 Sundays, Jerry has challenged us. 
 
Two weeks ago, he said, if God is doing something in your life – even one thing, be 
willing to talk about it.   
 
This past week Jerry challenged us to set alarms on our smartphones or watches, and 
at that time each day, spend nine minutes reflecting.  While reflecting we could think of 
2 questions: 
 
Where have I seen God?  Where do I expect to see God at work this coming year? 
 
How many of you set your alarms?  How many of you took time to reflect this week?  
Great! 
 
You are praising God by looking for him, reflecting on how you see God at work, and 
telling others about that – or showing others through your actions and deeds. 
What do the angels do? 
Well the angels praise God – it’s what they do – they say Glory to God in the highest.   
 
What do the shepherds do?   
 
After they return from Bethlehem – they tell others about what they saw – and others 
were amazed – and they praise God! 
 
What did Mary do – once she learned that she could trust God – when she met her 
cousin Elizabeth who was pregnant in old age – she saw the baby bump? 
Mary praised God – she sang “My soul magnifies the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior!” 
 
What are we to do? 
 
Praise God.  We praise him in our prayer, our songs, and in our lives. 
 
May the stories we tell – the small things we do – the big things we do – give evidence 
to the fact that our lives are praising God.   
 
And like the people who the shepherds met – may they see us praising God through our 
words and actions – the way we treat others with grace and love. 
 
We sang this song earlier “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” – written by Charles Wesley – 
in 1738. 



 
He was the 17th of 19 children.  He wrote 6500 hymns – most of which are now 
forgotten. 
 
But not this one.  It is really the story of the angels singing praise to God – as in Luke 2.  
They lyrics are wonderful as they praise God for who he is: 
 
 The song reminds us that Jesus is the "newborn King," "Prince of Peace," "Sun of 
Righteousness," "Everlasting Lord," "Incarnate Deity," and, best of all, "Emmanuel" — 
"God with us." 
 
I’m asking John to come up – and let’s sing again with the angels– our praise the Savior 
born on Christmas day. 
 
(SING) 
 
I’d like to read this as we close – the 3rd verse of that song: 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing  
Glory to the newborn King. 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings,  
Risen with healing in his wings;  
Mild, he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth:  
Hark! the herald angels sing  
Glory to the newborn King. 
 
May you know the Jesus, the Christ, the Savior – your Lord – has been born at 
Christmas! 
 
He comes to give you second birth – life again – second chances – so that you can 
have new life with him –  
 
And then to share that life by praising him – in song and in our actions - like the angels 
 
Benediction: 
So go from here with the Love of God the Father. 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, 
And the courage and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen


